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• Openness as an Ethical Consideration

• Reasons for Engaging with Free Software

• What “open” AI should mean in practice v. Current state

• Imposition of additional behavioral restrictions by licensing &
their implications
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Free and Open Source

Free Software Open Source

. Freedom 0

Run the software for any purpose

. Freedom 1

Study the source code

.Freedom 2

Redistribution of copies

. Freedom 3

Improvement of the software and 

redistribution of derivative works

Definition by the 

Free Software Foundation

Definition by the

Open Source Initiative

1. Free Redistribution

2. Source Code 

3. Derived Works

4. Integrity of The Author's Source Code

5. No Discrimination Against Persons or Groups

6. No Discrimination Against Fields of Endeavor

7. Distribution of License

8. License Must Not Be Specific to a Product

9. License Must Not Restrict Other Software

10. License Must Be Technology-Neutral



Reasons for Engaging with Free Software 
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AI  SYSTEMS

Don’t operate like traditional 
software

Multiple interconnected 
components (training data, model 
architecture, algorithms, tokenizers, 
inference engine etc.)

Require distinct development 
process & rely on specialized 
resources (mostly available with 
BigTech)

Figure source: What is a training data set in Machine Learning and rules to select them? Cogito, 2018
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What “open” AI should mean in practice?

Transparency

Reusability
Enablement

Oversight
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“Preamble

The Open Source AI Definition doesn’t say how to develop and deploy an AI system that is 

ethical, trustworthy or responsible, although it doesn’t prevent it. What makes an AI system 

ethical, responsible, or trustworthy or effective is a separate discussion. We support efforts to 

work on these issues, including through appropriate government regulation.”

“What is Open Source AI

To be Open Source, an AI system needs to be available under legal terms that grant the 

freedoms to:

Use the system for any purpose and without having to ask for permission.

Study how the system works and inspect its components.

Modify the system for any purpose, including to change its output

Share the system for others to use with or without modifications, for any purpose.”

§

Study
The software and its

code can be analyzed by
anyone.

Use

The software can be
used for any purpose
without restrictions.

Share

The software can be

shared without limitations.

Improve

The software can be
modified by you or

others to give back to the
community.

OSI’s Open Source AI Definition Draft v. 0.0.5, Jan 30, 2024 



Connotation of FOSS in AI domain today 

• Definitions of AI & “Open AI” not defined

• AI labelled as “open” exists on a long gradient

Figure source: 
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Solaiman, I. (2023). “The Gradient of Generative AI Release: Methods and Considerations." arXiv, https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2302.04844.



Imposition of additional behavioral 
restrictions by licensing

Restrictions related to:

• Field of endeavor

• Behavior

• Community Management

• Commercial Practice

• “Ethical” incompatibility
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Hippocratic License v.3.0, Oct ’21
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Llama 2 v2 (2023)
https://ai.meta.com/llama/use-policy/





Implications of use of licenses with additional 
behavioral restrictions

BARRIERS AGAINST USE & 
REUSE

HURDLES TO ADAPTION & 
IMPROVEMENT

HINDERANCES TO 
CONTROL OVER 
TECHNOLOGY

WEAKENING OF 
OVERSIGHT & 

TRANSPARENCY
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Conclusion
PRESERVE “OPENNESS” IN AI KEEP LICENSES 

INTEROPERABLE WITH FREE 
SOFTWARE LICENSES 

ACCESSIBILITY, REUSABILITY 
AND SUSTAINABILITY OF AI 

SYSTEMS 

ETHICAL COMPLIANCE 
CHECKS MUST FALL WITHIN 

THE PURVIEW OF 
REGULATIONS AND NOT 

SOFTWARE LICENSES
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Thank You!

Niharika Singhal 
Project Manager, Free Software Foundation Europe I niharika@fsfe.org

This presentation is under the CC-BY-4.0 license. Content may be quoted,

reproduced and distributed provided that the source of information is acknowledged.
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